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Energy Efficiency: The Quickest, Cheapest, Cleanest Way to Extend Global Energy Supplies
The American Association of Blacks in Energy (AABE) recognizes the need for increased participation in the discussion on energy efficiency policy by the African American community.  To that end, AABE supports the following energy efficiency (EE) principles:

AABE supports enhancements to U.S. energy infrastructure through the development and implementation of energy efficient technologies.

AABE supports optimizing domestic and foreign energy resources while promoting energy security, economic prosperity, and environmental solutions.

AABE supports informing and educating consumers about ways to improve the efficient use of energy.

AABE supports government and commercial suppliers making necessary energy efficiency upgrades to residential and commercial customers.

AABE supports promoting energy efficient technologies, including “smart” buildings, appliances, grids and electric meters.

· Transformational leadership and national commitment are needed to make Energy Efficiency a reality.  The backbone of that commitment would be a Smart Grid System.  Smart Grid technologies include:

· Smart buildings

· Smart appliances

· Smart electric meters and grid

· Smart rates
Energy Efficiency is an untapped solution to address climate change, energy security & fossil fuel depletion.

AABE supports accelerated commercialization of alternative fuel vehicles, including plug-in hybrid and fully electric vehicles (PHEVs).  

AABE recognizes consumer cost considerations to implement energy efficiency strategies (e.g., “smart” technologies, alternative fuel vehicles)

AABE supports tax credits and other incentives for consumer and commercial energy efficiency investments.

AABE supports research and development funding for energy efficiency technology and programs; and 

AABE supports incentives that encourage the energy industry to pursue energy efficiency as a sustainable business practice. 

Adaptation to a national smart grid system and plug-in hybrid/electric vehicle infrastructure will stimulate the economy and result in thousands of new jobs.

ABOUT AABE

AABE is the leading advocate for minority business opportunities and involvement in national and global energy and environmental policy and technology.  Founded in 1977, it is largely comprised of African American professionals in energy related careers, representing over 1,600 members in 47 chapters nationwide. 

The benefits of reduced electricity use are greater for low-income groups who spend a greater proportion of their income on energy.
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Energy efficiency alone would prevent more than 1.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide emissions each year by 2030
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People who rent, as renters pay for electricity use but usually do not purchase large appliances, disproportionately reap the benefits of appliance efficiency standards.





Given that over 50% of African Americans in the U.S. rent (compared to less than 30% of other Americans), this factor is particularly important for African Americans.





CBC Foundation Report, 2004








Despite emitting less carbon, African Americans spend a higher fraction of expenditures on carbon-intensive purchases. Consequently, African Americans are more likely to be affected by changes in the price of energy or carbon. In particular, low-income African Americans are among the most vulnerable populations in society to sudden increases in the price of energy.
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