AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF BLACKS IN ENERGY

MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr. DAY AS A DAY OF ENERGY SERVICE

A RESOLUTION that the American Association of Blacks in Energy recognize the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday as a Day of Energy Service

WHEREAS, the AABE is the nation’s leading advocate for minority involvement in energy issues; and
WHEREAS, African American households, irrespective of income, spend a greater portion of their income on energy than do their non-African American counterparts; and 
WHEREAS, minority and low income communities are harmed most by rising energy costs; and

WHEREAS, underrepresented communities also are more likely to live in older, less energy efficient homes, use older less efficient appliances, and drive less fuel efficient vehicles; and

WHEREAS, there are steps that citizens can take to reduce their energy bills, whether they own or rent their homes, and whether they own an automobile or use public transit; and

WHEREAS, saluting the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., through a day of service has become a national practice; and

WHEREAS, educating our nation’s disadvantaged citizens and communities is crucial to the formulation of a sound national energy policy; and

WHEREAS, education regarding home weatherization, vehicle maintenance and repair, and energy conservation and efficiency are examples of ways that low-income, disabled, elderly and minority consumers can reduce their energy expenditures; and
WHEREAS, AABE members have the skills and access to information that underrepresented communities need to become wiser energy consumers; and

WHEREAS, the AABE has identified community education as an important component of its mission;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF BLACKS IN ENERGY that this Association hereby designates Dr. Martin Luther King Day as a Day of Utility Service.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the AABE, through its local chapters throughout the nation, makes community energy education and assistance on the MLK holiday a priority outreach activity.
