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American Association of Blacks in Energy


Renewable Energy: The Right Choice for All Americans 

The American Association of Blacks in Energy (AABE) recognizes the need for increased participation in the discussion on national renewable energy policy by the African American community.  To that end, AABE supports the following renewable energy principles:

AABE supports Renewable Energy technologies as part of an overall energy strategy for meeting U.S. Energy & Climate Change strategies.  The development of Renewable energy technologies is an essential element for enhancing economic development in our country.

Renewable Energy programs must carefully balance the: 

· Availability of renewable energy technologies.

· Cost-effectiveness of such technologies.

· Benefits to the Environment.

AABE supports research, education and training for African Americans to expedite the development of renewable energy solutions.

AABE recognizes that the renewable energy portfolio standards being adopted by various states addresses such local issues as the availability of renewables, the importance of fuel diversity, the impact on and benefit to the African-American community and other consumers created from the use of renewables, and the importance of stimulating renewable energy technologies.

Climate Change legislation must ensure that low and fixed income consumers do not shoulder a disproportionate impact as a result of efforts to address Greenhouse Gases.

Renewable Energy: Training, Jobs & Entrepreneurial Opportunities Needed for Minority Communities 

AABE supports the development of Renewable Energy technologies as an essential element for enhancing economic development as the nation seeks solutions to Climate Change.  

AABE recognizes that Renewable Energy Standards being developed at the state level addresses local issues such as the availability, the importance of fuel diversity, the impact on and potential benefit to the African American community and other consumers created from the use of renewables, and the importance of deploying renewable energy technologies to reduce greenhouse gases.


AABE supports education and training in renewable energy and green programs for African-Americans to expedite the development of clean solutions to our energy problems.

AABE supports the development of renewable and alternative fuels and the building of infrastructure to facilitate the transition to new technologies. 

ABOUT AABE

AABE is the leading advocate for minority business opportunities and involvement in national and global energy and environmental policy and technology.  Founded in 1977, it is largely comprised of African American professionals in energy related careers, representing over 1,600 members in 47 chapters nationwide. 

On average, African American households generate 14% less carbon than White households directly through fuel use (i.e. gasoline, electricity, natural gas, and home heating), and are responsible for 36% less carbon indirect emissions through other purchases.
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Nine of the last ten recessions have been preceded by periods of rising oil prices. During such periods of economic downturn African Americans are far more negatively affected in terms of employment and wages than other Americans, with the unemployment rate for Blacks hovering around twice the unemployment rates for Whites. Shifting away from fossil fuels to renewable sources will reduce this vulnerability 
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Venture capital and private equity investments in renewable and clean energy companies increased by 167 percent in 2006, according to the New Energy Finance Limited.  








The International Energy Agency predicts that $20 trillion will be invested into alternative energy projects over the next 22 years. 








Development of a sustainable Renewable Energy industry must provide entrepreneurial opportunities for minorities, support economic growth for minority farmers, and enhance energy security as it helps to address the nation’s Energy & Climate Change objectives.











