The Second Annual District 8 Utility – Science Fair

Exposition Park

Los Angeles, CA

Overall Description

On May 26, 2007, The American Association of Blacks In Energy, Southern California Chapter facilitated the second District 8 Utility-Science Fair.  This year’s fair focused on bringing energy education and customer assistance programs from participating utilities to customers and constituents in south Los Angeles and the 8th city council district. An award ceremony and press conference was held to kick-off the fair.  Winners of the 1st annual essay contest were announced with their winning essays and drawings on display.  Public Utilities Commissioner Timothy Simons, Los Angeles City Council member Bernard Parks (District 8) and other Los Angeles City officials were in attendance as well as a Southern California Gas Company Vice President, Ann Smith, were on hand to provide opening remarks to the press and attendees.  The attendance at this year’s event was estimated to be approximately 3,000 children, parents and concerned citizens.

The Southern California Chapter of AABE, focused on providing opportunities to enhance the educational process in middle school grades in an attempt to prepare students before high school for college.

Strategic Partners

The primary sponsor and lead for the District 8 Energy Fair was Southern California Gas Company (SCG) in Partnership with Los Angeles City Council member Bernard Parks, the California Public Utilities Commission (Commissioner Tim Simons), The Brotherhood Crusade and The American Association of Blacks in Energy® Southern California Chapter (AABE).  

Key Components

Participating companies displayed information and educated the public about their programs such as energy efficiency, emergency preparedness, life-line, CPUC bill education, customer assistance and safety.  Each company also displayed employment opportunities to the community.  

This year’s participating companies were:

· AT&T

· Verizon

· American Association of Blacks in Energy

· Department of Water and Power

· Metropolitan Water District

· Southern California Edison

· Southern California Gas Company 

A new component to this year’s fair was an essay writing contest for high school and middle school students and a picture drawing contest for elementary school students.   The theme for the essay and drawing contest was “Global Warming”.  Southern California Gas Company offered the winner of the essay contest a $1,000 Gas Company Scholarship to be used at any four year college or a $500 scholarship to be used at any community college.

Thanks to ongoing support of Southern California Edison (SCE) of the Southern California Chapter of AABE, Winners of the art contest were awarded $100 gift cards. Gift cards of varying amounts were awarded to students totaling more than $2000 and art was displayed with add in local media.  Winning schools received a $500 gift certificate to purchase supplies.

Additionally, the Southern California Chapter of American Association of Blacks in Energy® offered five (5) $1000 scholarships to qualifying graduating High School seniors.
Food and entertainment was provided for the public and raffle of give-a-ways and free utility bill payment by AABE throughout the fair.

Councilman Parks presented the Southern California Chapter of AABE with a Resolution signed by Councilman Bernard Parks for its participation in coordinating the Energy Fair. 
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